Another object appears to be, the promulgation of the author's therapeutical experience, or (Vol. ii, pp. v, vi.) These principles of clinical observation we cannot object to, as they are almost the same as some which were advocated in the correspondence elicited by an article published in this Journal last January, and particularly in one of the letters addressed to the editor in the Twenty-first Volume. We are happy to find that these views, although omitted in the first volume, find so prominent a place in the second; and we are the more gratified, because we can bring Dr. Hall's " purely useful and practical" observations to the test of his own avowed principles without any demur on his part. It is rather pleasing, too, to find our author laying down a " plan of observation of diseases of the nervous system," prefaced by this declaration : " If we wish to pursue the subject of clinical observation in general, we have fortunately a 'perfect model and example in the writings of M. Louis."
In our Number for April, 1845, we noticed a volume of ' Observations in Medicine,' by Dr. Hall. We noticed it merely, and out of kindness to tlie author, because we felt convinced that an impartial analytical and critical review of the volume, must necessarily detract from the reputation already acquired by Dr. Hall. The appearance of another and a similar volume recalls us to a juster sense of our duty,?reminding us that there is something due to the character of British medical literature and science, and that a tenderness for the faults of an able man ought not to render us disloyal to truth. We therefore now propose to review these 'Observations' more in detail.
In our previous notice, we said that a man with the reputation of Dr.
Hall could not afford to bring out an inferior book, for his own sake: we now say that, for the sake of others, he must not be allowed to bring out one inferior book after auother, unless a just estimate of them is laid before the profession at the same time. Example in high places is as potent for ill as for good ; and the name of Dr. Hall may make that pass current which would be at once rejected under a lesser warranty. In criticising the volumes before us, we shall distinctly state the grounds of any opinion we may express regarding the author's merits; and, doing this, our readers will themselves be able to criticise the critic.
The author's objects in publishing these volumes would seem to be various ; they have all, however, a reference either to the student or the practitioner. In the first place, Dr. Hall evidently desires to set himself up to both as an example and a teacher. This purpose discloses itself in the very beginning of the book. Among the " introductory remarks" of the first volume, in the section on " fertility in remedial resources," as a requisite in an able physician, we Then follows the list of cases, much in the style of those which usually are found to clench quack advertisements : for example? " One patient, who consulted me fifteen years ago, had dulness on percussion and pectoriloquy, and every other sign of incipient phthisis. He applied, and long wore, the alcoholic lotion, called it his ?breast-plate,' and is now a professor of College. " A lady, about 30 years of age, became affected with haemoptysis, and displayed the physical signs and the usual symptoms of phthisis. She was enjoined the alcoholic lotion. It is fourteen years since it was first applied, and it is continued, or renewed, if ever suspended, to this day.
" I saw a young lady two years ago, one of a most consumptive family, affected with haemoptysis, and with every threatening sign and symptom of incipient phthisis. I prescribed the alcoholic lotion, ana the cough and haemoptysis were removed, and every fear dispelled. It had already been proposed that this young lady should take a voyage to Madeira. She did so, continuing the lotion, and returned in apparent good health.'* (Vol. i, p 27.) Now, if these general statements mean anything, they mean that certain individuals labouring under phthisis pulmonalis were cured by the use of this alcoholic lotion. They mean this, and nothing less. But an indistinct idea seems to have passed through the author's mind, that his professional reader might bring some common sense to bear on the subject, and demur to the facts. We therefore have him stating, "I do not imagine that the alcoholic lotion does more than check the morbid processes." Nay, he goes further ; he even doubts whether it even Dr. Hall the full benefit of this admission, and of his views as to the class of muscles affected, simply for the sake of asking him which side, in scoliosis, should be pressed and rubbed ? for it is evident that if both sides be equally excited, the healthy, strong muscles will acquire increased bulk, at least, pari passu with the paralysed or enfeebled, and there will still be that unequal muscular action which originally caused the deviation of the spinal column. We will say nothing of the distortion which takes place from unequal action of the two latissimi dorsi, and of the muscular masses on each side the lumbar vertebrae, and attached to them and to the sacrum. Dr Irritation being made on the internal membrane of the nostrils excites sneezing, because the impression made on the olfactory nerves by the irritation, is conducted along them to the common sensory, there by a definite law is reflected upon motor nerves going to muscles employed in respiration, and through these produces a strong expiration through the nostrils, whereby, the air passing with force, the cause of the irritation is removed and ejected. In like manner it happens that when irritation is caused in the trachea by the descent of a particle of food or a drop of fluid, the irritation caused is conducted to the common sensory, and there reflected on the nerves devoted to the movement of respiration, so that a violent cough is excited,?a most suitable means for expelling the cause of irritation?which does not cease until the cause of irritation be ejected. If a friend brings his finger near to our eye, although we may be persuaded that no injury is about to be done to us, nevertheless the impression carried along the optic nerve to the common sensory is so reflected upon the nerves devoted to the motion of the eyelids, that the eyelids are involuntarily closed, and prevent the offensive contact of the finger with the eye. These and innumerable other examples which might be brought forward, manifestly show how much the reflexion of sensorial impressions into motorial, effected through the common sensory, has reference to the maintaining of the conservation of our body. Wherefore, Tissot enumerates the action of the common sensory amongst those powers, the sum and co-ordination of which constitute the nature of our living body.raise the hand, and very often unconsciously apply it to the affected part. The common sensory also acts independently of consciousness in producing the convulsive movements of epileptics, and also those which are sometimes observed in persons buried in profound sleep, namely, the retractions of pricked or irritated limbs,?to say nothing of the motion of the heart and the respiratory acts. To this category also belong all those motions which remain some time in the body of a decapitated man, or other animal, and are excited when the trunk, and particularly the medulla spinalis are irritated, which motions certainly take place without consciousness, and are regulated by the remaining portion of the common sensory existing in the medulla spinalis. All these actions flow from the organism, and by physical laws peculiar to the common sensory, and are, therefore, spontaneous and automatic. Dr. Hall most emphatically asseverates, Prochaska also applied the principle of action of his "common sensory" to physiology, beautifully and clearly pointing out the general law by which it regulated its operations, namely, the law of preservation of the individual; not simply by the avoidance of the painful, but by attaining the pleasurable. He also applied his views to the illustration of pathological phenomena, as those of chorea Sti Yiti, &c., mentioning especially the tremors or rigors, and convulsions which occur during the paroxysms of intermittent fevers ; and this, we think, a most important application of the doctrine of reflexion overlooked altogether by Dr. Hall.
With these plain statements before them, we leave our readers to draw their own conclusion on the question, as to whether Dr. Hall's assertion be correct, or whether it presents even the smallest approach to accuracy. ranges the portions of the nervous system according as they are endowed or unendowed with this vis nervosa; or in other words, are excitor or in-excitor. We will quote Dr. Hall, to prevent mistake: " The nervous system maybe divided into different portions, according as they are endowed or unendowed with the excito-motor power; thus, in general terms, the cerebrum and cerebellum are m-excitor ; the medulla oblongata and medulla spinalis are excitor; the nerves of special sense are m-excitor ; the trifacial and the analogous special nerves are incident excitor nerves; the nerves distributed to muscles are direct excitors ; the ganglionic system is excito-motor, but, for reasons which will be given hereafter, in a less prompt and energetic degree." (New Memoir, p. 17.)
The discovery of the vis nervosa is not claimed by Dr. Hall, nor of the fact that it acts from the central ganglia to the muscles; the fact was already too well known. The discovery he claims is of its application to physiology, and of its action from the surface along a special class of nerves to the central ganglia, and there being reflected on the motor nerves. Let us now then examine Prochaska's views in relation to this point. and that the vis nervosa is the excito-motor power.
How clearly and precisely Prochaska distinguished between the functions of the brain and true-spinal system, and between the acts of the vis nervosa excited by the soul or the will, and the acts of the vis nervosa or excito-motor power of the common sensory excited by impressions, will be demonstrated by another extract, and this, we hope, will be considered sufficient.
In the last quotation, it would be observed that Prochaska termed the reflex acts automatic, because they were dependent upon the mechanism of the common sensory or "true spinal marrow" acted on by its vis nervosa or " excito-motor power." "? IV 
